
Dear news desk. 

We hope you can mention this in some form. 

It concerns golfing great Brian Mayo, of Blackwood, south Wales, who twice contracted meningitis, 

first losing his legs and, second time, he died. 

Brian established the British Amputee Golf Association and its annual tournament, which was first 
held at his family’s Bryn Meadows resort, near Ystrad Mynach, in 1989. 
 
His family is hosting a 70s and 80s-themed night in Brian’s memory for Meningitis Now, at Bryn 
Meadows on Friday, January 30. 
 
I attach a photo of Brain. 
 
The family are available for further interview, with a contact number below. 
 
Regards 
 
Jason 
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Family’s funky fundraiser to remember golf-loving legend  

THE family of a golf-loving legend who died from his second meningitis battle ask everyone to disco 
dance the night away to fight the disease. 
 
Brian Mayo, from Blackwood, lost his legs to rare fungal meningitis after licking a weed killer-covered 
golf ball in 1980. 
 
His wife Fay said: “His ritual was to lick then wipe the ball before putting. 
 
“Brian spent 11 days in a coma before waking up. 
 
“The only thing they could attribute it to was the weed killer on the greens.” 
 
He went on to launch the British Amputee Golf Association and its annual tournament, which was first 
held at his family’s Bryn Meadows resort, near Ystrad Mynach, in 1989. 
 
Brian decided to buy out his Bryn Meadows partners and transformed the site into the multi-million 
pound four-star golf, hotel and spa resort, still run by his family. 
 



His son Gary, 46, said: “He was inspired to pick up his clubs again after, while in hospital, 
reading a book on World War II pilot Douglas Bader who lost his legs. 
 
“He also met Bader which encouraged him – he was my dad’s hero. 
 
“My dad was back on the course six weeks after leaving hospital.” 
 
Tragically, Brian contracted meningitis again and died aged 62 in 1999. 
 
His legacy, the association and tournament, which is played at different UK courses each year, 
continues, and his family ensured it has returned to Bryn Meadows in his memory. 
 
Disabled golfers, some of whom never thought they would play again, attend from as far afield as 
South Africa and the US, to remember their friend and competitor. 
 
Gary said: “Legacy is romantic, but I feel he leaves a legacy in terms of amputee golf.” 
 
Now, Gary, Fay and his other son Steve host a 70s and 80s-themed night in Brian’s memory for 
Meningitis Now, at Bryn Meadows on Friday, January 30. 
 
The funky fundraiser starts 7pm and includes a two-course meal from 7.30pm and iconic music from 
the era. 
 
Fancy dress is optional. 
 
Gary said: “We are delighted to continue to support those affected by meningitis. 
 
“This evening is a little different to our golf events for Meningitis Now, so hopefully it will raise 
awareness to a wider audience. 
 
“We hope everyone comes for a delicious dinner and a dance.”  
 
Tickets cost £24.95, with 20 per cent going to Meningitis Now, available by calling Bryn Meadows on 
01495 225590 or visiting www.brynmeadows.co.uk. 
 
Meningitis Now community fundraiser for Wales, Abi Floyd, added: “What happened to Brian shows 
that people can contract meningitis multiple times, often quickly and with only flu-like 
symptoms. 
 
“His determination to overcome amputations is inspirational. 
 
“We wish the family the best with their latest fundraiser and hope as many people as possible 
come and strut their stuff. 
 
“Every penny raised helps us continue to fight the disease on all fronts – fund pioneering 
preventative research, raise awareness and support people.” 
 
For more information on the disease, visit www.MeningitisNow.org. 
 
ENDS 

 

Photo Caption(s): 

Brian Mayo a – GOLF-LOVING LEGEND: Brian Mayo twice battled meningitis – the first time losing 
his legs, the second his life 

 

Contact(s):  

http://www.brynmeadows.co.uk/
http://www.meningitisnow.org/


Bryn address:  

Bryn Meadows Golf, Hotel & Spa, Maesycwmmer, Nr Ystrad Mynach, Caerphilly CF82 7SN  

Bryn’s sales & marketing manager Cerys Richards: 

M: 07794 255357 T: 01495 225590 

Direct T: 01495 233502 

E: cerys.richards@brynmeadows.co.uk 

 
Jason Hulbert, Press Officer on 01453 769048 jasonh@meningitisnow.org 
Alternatively 01453 768000 or communications@meningitisnow.org 
Out of hours contact 07960 706661 

 

Meningitis and Septicaemia Facts 

 

 Meningitis is usually caused by bacteria or viruses 

 Meningitis is inflammation of the membranes that surround and protect the brain and 

spinal cord 

 Septicaemia is blood poisoning 

 Some bacteria that cause meningitis also cause septicaemia 

 Meningitis and septicaemia often happen together – it is vital to know all the signs 

and symptoms 

 The early signs and symptoms of meningitis and septicaemia can be similar to ‘flu 
and include fever, headache, nausea, vomiting and muscle pain. 

 The more specific signs and symptoms include fever with cold hands and feet, 
drowsiness, confusion, pale blotchy skin, stiff neck, dislike of bright lights and a rash 
which doesn’t fade under pressure. 

 In babies, symptoms can also include being floppy and unresponsive, dislike of being 
handled, rapid breathing, an unusual, moaning cry and a bulging fontanelle (soft spot 
on the top of the head). 

 There are an estimated 3,200 cases of bacterial meningitis and septicaemia each 
year in the UK. 

 Following bacterial meningitis or septicaemia, one in ten people will die and at least a 
third of survivors will be left with lifelong after-effects such as hearing loss, epilepsy, 
limb loss or learning difficulties 

 Meningitis and septicaemia can affect anyone, of any age, at any time. However, 
babies and young children are most at risk, and young people between 15 – 24 years 
are also a higher risk group. 

 In the past 20 years, effective vaccines have been developed to give protection 
against SOME types of meningitis. These are offered to all babies and young children 
as part of the UK childhood immunisation programme. BUT there are not vaccines to 
protect against ALL types. 

 In January 2013, a vaccine to protect against meningococcal group B (Men B) 
disease, the most common cause of bacterial meningitis and septicaemia, was 
licensed for use in Europe. In March 2014, this vaccine was recommended for routine 
use in the UK childhood immunisation programme, provided a cost-effective vaccine 
price can be agreed. 

 If you suspect someone may be ill with meningitis or septicaemia, trust your instincts 
and get immediate medical help.  
 

For more information visit www.MeningitisNow.org or call 01453 768006. Freephone 

mailto:cerys.richards@brynmeadows.co.uk
mailto:jasonh@meningitisnow.org
mailto:communications@meningitisnow.org
http://www.meningitisnow.org/


helpline 0808 80 10 388. 

 

About Meningitis Now 

Meningitis Now, the UK’s largest charity fighting the disease, formed after Meningitis UK and 

Meningitis Trust merged in April 2013. 

The newly united charity, with around 30 years’ experience exists to save lives and rebuild futures – 

through research, awareness and support. 

Meningitis Now fights the disease on all fronts by providing a powerful, united voice for people 

fighting meningitis. 

 Saving lives by funding vaccine and preventative research. 

 Reducing the disease’s impact through awareness. 

 Rebuilding futures with dedicated support. 

 Fundraising to deliver our plans. 

 

 

 


