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SOMERSET MUM TO AUCTION OFF WORLDWIDE CROCHET CREATIONS 

SOMERSET mum Hannah Lawson is calling for people to bid for one-off crochet transformations in a 

charity auction on Friday 1 May. 

All the proceeds of the auction are coming to charity Meningitis Now, the UK’s largest meningitis 

charity, saving lives and rebuilding futures through research, awareness and support.  

Hannah is supporting the charity after her son, Oscar, now 9 months, contracted viral meningitis as a 

two-week-old baby last year. Fortunately he has recovered well and hasn’t any after-effects. 

Hannah has been collecting 5” x 5” squares, which have been combined to create the 

transformations. 

Hannah said: “The past few months have been so overwhelming; the response from women and 

men from the UK, USA, Dubai and France who have picked up their hooks and knitting needles and 

created nearly 500 squares has been amazing – all of them made with love and attention.  

“They have now been made into over 20 items, such as blankets, bags, rugs, bunting, coin purses, 

pencil cases, toys, shawls, patchwork cardigans and luxury hot water bottle covers.” 

Hannah added: “Prior to Oscar falling ill with meningitis, I knew nothing about the disease. I hope 

that by auctioning off these beautiful transformations, we can raise as much money as possible, so 

that the charity can raise as much valuable awareness as possible.” 

The auction will begin at 7.00pm at facebook.com/groups/beawaremakeasquare. Pictures of each 

individual item will be posted with a comment stating the starting bidding price, postage and the 

completion time for the item’s bidding. Those bidding comment with their bid price. 

Alongside the auction a £2 online raffle has been created to give everyone a chance to win an item. 

For full details of the auction, please contact Hannah on 07473 130763, email 

oddjoblawson@icloud.com or visit the Facebook group for daily updates and item reveals. 

Next week (4 to 10 May) sees Meningitis Now hold its third Viral Awareness Week to raise 

awareness to inform the public, health professionals and employers about the true impact of the 

disease. Visit www.MeningitisNow.org for more information. 
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Kelly Archer, Press Officer on 01453 769030 kellya@meningitisnow.org 

Alternatively 01453 768000 or pressoffice@meningitisnow.org 

Out of hours contact 07960 706661 

 
Meningitis and Septicaemia Facts                                   

 

 Meningitis is usually caused by bacteria or viruses 

 Meningitis is inflammation of the membranes that surround and protect the brain 
and spinal cord 

 Septicaemia is blood poisoning 

 Some bacteria that cause meningitis also cause septicaemia 

 Meningitis and septicaemia often happen together – it is vital to know all the signs 
and symptoms 

 The early signs and symptoms of meningitis and septicaemia can be similar to ‘flu 
and include fever, headache, nausea, vomiting and muscle pain. 

 The more specific signs and symptoms include fever with cold hands and feet, 
drowsiness, confusion, pale blotchy skin, stiff neck, dislike of bright lights and a rash 
which doesn’t fade under pressure. 

 In babies, symptoms can also include being floppy and unresponsive, dislike of being 
handled, rapid breathing, an unusual, moaning cry and a bulging fontanelle (soft 
spot on the top of the head). 

 There are an estimated 3,200 cases of bacterial meningitis and septicaemia each 
year in the UK. 

 Following bacterial meningitis or septicaemia, one in ten people will die and at least 
a third of survivors will be left with lifelong after-effects such as hearing loss, 
epilepsy, limb loss or learning difficulties 

 Meningitis and septicaemia can affect anyone, of any age, at any time. However, 
babies and young children are most at risk, and young people between 15 – 24 years 
are also a higher risk group. 

 In the past 20 years, effective vaccines have been developed to give protection 
against SOME types of meningitis. These are offered to all babies and young 
children as part of the UK childhood immunisation programme. BUT there are not 
vaccines to protect against ALL types. 

 A vaccine to protect against meningococcal group B (Men B) disease, the most 
common cause of bacterial meningitis and septicaemia, will be introduced into the 
UK childhood immunisation programme in September 2015.  

 If you suspect someone may be ill with meningitis or septicaemia, trust your 
instincts and get immediate medical help.  
 
For more information visit www.MeningitisNow.org or call 01453 768000. 
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Freephone helpline 0808 80 10 388. 

About Meningitis Now 

Meningitis Now, the UK’s largest charity fighting the disease, formed after Meningitis UK and 

Meningitis Trust merged in April 2013. 

The charity, with around 30 years’ experience, shares its predecessors goals – saving lives and 

rebuilding futures – through research, awareness and support. 

Meningitis Now is working so no UK person dies of the disease and everyone affected receives the 

support needed to rebuild their lives. 

Meningitis Now fights the disease on all fronts by providing a powerful, united voice for people 

fighting meningitis. 

 Saving lives by funding vaccine and preventative research. 

 Reducing the disease’s impact through awareness. 

 Rebuilding futures with dedicated support. 

 Fundraising to deliver our plans. 

 


