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Research Grant Awards 2015  
 

GUIDANCE NOTES 
 

General Guidance 
 

Funding aims 
The purpose of these awards is to fund research with the ultimate aim of preventing meningitis and 

associated disease in the UK. 
 

Funding is available for prevention-focused research studies from established research groups in the UK. 

 
This includes but it not limited to: 

 
 Vaccine development  

 Understanding risk factors associated with infection and carriage 

 Understanding mechanisms of pathogenesis which could ultimately inform novel preventative 

strategies 

 
Level of funding 

Funding for grants up to a maximum of £100,000 per year, with the total grant not exceeding £250,000 over 

three years will be available, and applications submitted elsewhere will be considered. Please see page 5 
section 9 for guidance. 

 
Eligibility 

In general terms, applications should be: 

 Focused on the prevention of meningitis and associated diseases through vaccine-related and other 
preventative strategies 

 Based in, and of benefit to, the UK 

 From research teams or individuals with an established record of research into meningitis or 

associated disease  

Evaluation of Research Applications 

Preliminary applications will be reviewed by our Scientific Medical Advisory Panel. Successful applicants will be 
invited to submit a full application.  

 
All full applications are subject to external peer review. Applicants will be given opportunity to respond to 

external reviews prior to the Scientific Medical Advisory Panel meeting. At this meeting, recommendations for 

funding will be made to the charity's Board of Trustees. These recommendations will be made on the basis of 
scientific merit. Regard will be given to the following assessment criteria:  

 
1. Relevance 

2. Innovation 
3. Originality 

4. Design  

5. Methodology 
6. Track record of the applicants 

7. Strengths of the established research programme 
8. Ethical aspects 

9. Financial value 
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Timeline 

 

Preliminary applications are due by Monday 28th September 2015. 
 

Full applications will be invited Monday 12th October 2015. 
 

Full applications are due Wednesday 9th December 2015. 

 
Decisions will be made March 2016. 
 

Further information 
For further information, please contact 01453 768000 or email: research@meningitisnow.org  

 
 

 

mailto:research@meningitisnow.org
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Scientific and Medical Advisory Panel members      

 

 Dr Myron Christodoulides, (Chairperson) Reader in Molecular Microbiology, University of 

Southampton Medical School 

 Dr Xilian Bai, Vaccine Evaluation Unit, Public Health England, Manchester Royal Infirmary 

 Prof. David Dockrell, Professor of Infectious Diseases and Consultant in the Department of 

Communicable Diseases at the Royal Hallamshire Hospital, Sheffield 

 Prof. Stephen Gordon, Professor of Respiratory Medicine, Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine 

 Dr Darryl Hill, Senior Lecturer in Microbiology, School of Cellular and Molecular Medicine, University 

of Bristol 

 Prof. Simon Kroll, Professor of Paediatrics and Infectious Diseases, Imperial College London 

 Dr Ed Kaczmarski, Head of National Meningococcal Reference Unit for England and Wales, Public 

Health England, Manchester Royal Infirmary 

 Prof. Johnjoe McFadden, Professor of Molecular Genetics, Department of Microbial and Cellular 

Sciences, University of Surrey 

 Prof. Tim Mitchell, Professor of Microbial Infection and Immunity, School of Immunity and 

Infection, University of Birmingham 

 Dr Simon Nadel, Consultant in Paediatric Intensive Care, St Mary's Hospital and Imperial College 

London 

 Dr James Stuart, Independent Consultant Epidemiologist  

 Dr Caroline Vipond, Senior Scientist, Division of Bacteriology, National Institute for Biological 

Standards and Control, Hertfordshire 

Please note that applicants should not, under any circumstances, individually approach members of the 

Meningitis Now Scientific Medical Advisory Panel regarding applications.  The panel’s recommendations are 
final. Rejected applications will not be reconsidered unless resubmission is specifically invited or permitted. 

Declined applicants will be given constructive feedback.  
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Application Guidance 
 
Preliminary applications 
 
Applicants should complete the Preliminary Application Form, outlining in no more than three pages 
their proposed investigation and how it is relevant to the prevention of meningitis and associated 

disease. 
 

Preliminary applications will be reviewed by our Scientific Medical Advisory Panel for adherence to the 

research strategy and successful applicants will be invited to submit a full application  

 
Full applications 
 

This guidance is for the full application form and should be read in conjunction with the ‘terms and 
conditions of grant aid’, the ‘code of conduct’ and our ‘policy on the use of animals in research’. 

 
A complete application to Meningitis Now consists of the following: 
 

1. Research Grant Application Form (including a 4-page detailed account of proposed research) 

 Instructions for completing the application form are given below.  
 

2. Signed Code of Conduct  
 

3. Supporting letters (if appropriate) 

Applicants working in Research Council Units or other public sector research institutions must 

submit a letter of support from the Director of their Unit or institution, and from the appropriate 
administrator at the Research Council's or institution’s head office stating that the proposals are 

outside their Unit's/Institution’s remit for funding.   
 

4. Ethics approval letters (if appropriate) 
 
 

5. Collaboration form (if appropriate) 
 

Format 
Application forms MUST be submitted by email. The application form must be used for grant aid 

applications to Meningitis Now. The form should be completed in a minimum font size of 11, using a 

standard font such as Arial or Times New Roman. Line spacing should be single, or greater, and the 
border margins must be at least 1cm.  Application forms that are not prepared according to these 

notes will not be considered by the scientific panel. 
 

Instructions for Completing the Application Form (numbered according to section on form) 

 
1. The title should not exceed 116 characters including spaces.  

 
2. Applicants are expected to be actively engaged in the project (see section 14). 

 
The principal applicant should be an established scientist or clinical scientist and should normally 

have an assured source of support, but the charity will under some circumstances consider 

applications that request support for salary, or a portion of salary, for one or more applicants. 
 

3. Project information 
Please provide the name of the institution administering the grant, the location of where work 

will be done, the proposed start date of the project and the duration of the project in months. 

 
The start date of the date of the grant is defined as the first date an individual directly supported 

by the grant starts to work.  A realistic starting date should be indicated, allowing time for new 
staff to be recruited to work on the project.   

 
4. This section should summarise the support requested in section 9. All costings should take 

account of expected salary increments.   
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5. Please give a scientific summary of the research you propose to do and a summary of the 
proposal in layperson’s terms for use in publicity and information materials. 

 
6. The description of the proposed investigation should be completed using a standard font and 

set out under the following headings: 

i. Title  
ii. Aims  

iii. Background (including a description of your current meningitis vaccine-related research 
programme) 

iv. Plan 
v. Methods 

vi. Detailed justification for support  

 
Title:  should match that in section 1 of the application form. 

 
Aims:  should include a brief description of the immediate and longer-term objectives of the 

research. 

 
Background:  should be a concise description of the relationship of the proposed research to 

the present body of knowledge on the subject, including previous work carried out by the 
applicant(s) and/or other workers and full details of the current research programme.   

 
Plan, methods and techniques:  The plan of the project should be outlined and the 

experimental design, methods and techniques to be used during the course of the project should 

be indicated.  Where appropriate, power calculations should be shown to justify the proposed 
size, duration and design of the study. 

   
Detailed justification for support:  The particular type of support sought, e.g. items of 

equipment, travel, type and level of staff requested, etc. should be justified in separate 

paragraphs in relation to the demands of the work. In addition to providing a justification for 
staff, equipment and consumables, you should describe how this application provides “added 

value” to your current research strategy that could lead to major advances in meningitis-
prevention research. 

 

7. Ethics Committee approval is required for research that involves human subjects and ethical 
approval letters should be attached to the application or provided as soon as available.  The 

grant will not be awarded until evidence of appropriate ethical review has been provided.  
 

8. For research proposals involving animals, section 8 of the application form must be 
completed and a copy of the front page of the Home Office Project Licence, authorising the 

proposed experiments, should be attached.  Where a Project Licence has not yet been secured, 

this must be obtained and a copy sent to Meningitis Now before any grant funding will be issued.  
 

If your project does not involve the use of animals, you only need to answer the first question.   
 

9. Details of support requested:  Grants are intended to cover all the direct costs attributed to a 

research project apart from premises costs and the costs of established academic staff.  
Provisions may be made for the following: 

 
 Salaries for additional research staff to work full-time or part-time on the research 

 Salaries for technical staff working full-time or part-time on the research 

 Salaries for other staff (e.g. secretarial, clerical and administrative) may be provided on 

the same basis as above. 

 Consumables required to carry out the research including laboratory materials and 

animals 
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 Equipment including computers and software.  If the Institution is a registered charity, it 

should be possible to obtain exemption from the payment of VAT within the UK for 

equipment donated for medical research.  Meningitis Now will not normally reimburse for 
VAT, but will reimburse for delivery costs if specified in the approved application. 

 
Meningitis Now will not contribute to the indirect costs of the research project. This includes: 

 Central institutional libraries 

 Departmental services: administrative and secretarial (where not included under direct 

support), local finance, minor consumables, printing/photography, (where below threshold 
limits) minor store items and laboratory and workshop support 

 Financial services (finance, accounting, tendering, marketing) 

 Personnel services 

 Public relations 

 Recruitment costs (advertising etc.) 

 Staff development (including training) 

 Staff facilities (transport, health and safety, welfare services, laundry) 

 Part-time staff effort on research projects which cannot easily be identified or allocated to the 

research project but are assumed to contribute a general background level of departmental 

administrative/secretarial/technical support 
 

Research expenses outside the scope of the project 
 

Meningitis Now as a rule will not meet costs associated with: 

 Employment of established academic staff 

 General premises costs 

 The cost of unspecified research work 

 The cost of work already done or the cost of writing up such work 

 The cost of literary surveys 

 Remuneration of undergraduates (other than payment for vacation work under an existing 

award if such earning are allowed by the host institution) 
 The cost of host facilities to which the investigator normally has free access 

 Removal costs incurred in filling posts 

 Costs associated with travel to conferences 

 PhD studentships, tuition fees (although staff employed on Meningitis Now research grants 

may register for higher degrees as appropriate) 

 
 

10. Details of current or past grants, applications for grants, and financial or other 
assistance 

Full information concerning current or past grants, grant applications, and financial or other 

assistance must be given so that Meningitis Now, the referees and the scientific panel can 
assess: 

(i)  the relationship of this application to the overall strategy of the research group 
(ii) the factors which may have to be taken into account in the event that the project 

leads to commercial exploitation  

 
11. Please give full contact details of all applicants including direct dials and email. 

 
12. A CV is required for each applicant on the proposal as well as any named staff for whom salary 

support is being requested in section 14.  Once appointed, CVs of persons subsequently 
employed on the grant must be forwarded.  CVs should be restricted to one page per person, 

but their respective lists of publications may be carried on to a second page if necessary. 

 
13. Collaboration on a grant 

A copy of this form must be completed and signed (scanned or electronic signatures are 
acceptable) by each collaborator named in the application. 
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14. Declaration: Applicants  

Applicants must read the ‘Terms and Conditions of Grant Aid’ and agree to abide by them if a 
grant is made. Scanned or electronic signatures are acceptable. 

 

15. Declaration: Head of Department and Administrative Authority 
The complete application and the ‘Terms and Conditions of Grant Aid’ must be read by your 

Head of Department and the appropriate university or medical school administrator, who must 
then sign the complete application (scanned or electronic signatures are acceptable).  Please 

allow sufficient time for this. 
 

 

 
 

 

 


