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Wonderful Wonderland to wipe out deadly disease 

 
A MUM who cradled her daughter as she died of meningitis hosts an Alice in Wonderland-themed ball 
to mark the 10

th
 anniversary and fight the dreaded disease. 

 
Patricia Connolly, of Glenavy, cuddled her 20-year-old daughter Caitriona as she passed away from 
her third meningitis bout. 
 
Patricia, who recently ran the Belfast Marathon with over 40 family and friends for Meningitis Now, 
said: “Our lives will never be the same – we’re scarred by losing Caitriona. 
 
“She always put others first, she brought me flowers every Sunday – she was such a loving 
person. 
 
“We don’t want any family to lose anyone to this fatal disease – it destroys.” 
 
Caitriona, a third-year Belfast Metropolitan College IT student, was working in a clothes store in the 
morning when she phoned Patricia complaining of a severe headache. 
 
The former St Dominic’s Grammar School for Girls, Belfast, pupil went home and tried to sleep, but 
collapsed. 
 
Caitriona was rushed to Royal Victoria Hospital, Belfast. 
 
Her condition failed to improve and she even whispered ‘help me mum’ to Patricia. 
 
Caitriona died hours later. 
 
Patricia said: “We washed and dried Caitriona’s beautiful hair as she lay lifeless waiting for the 
organ donor team. 
 
“My husband and I walked alongside her bed as it was wheeled to the operating theatre, where 
her kidneys and liver were removed to help three others.” 
 
Since Caitriona’s death, her family and friends have fundraised for Meningitis Now and spread 
awareness ‘so others are spared the same pain’.  
 
They host the ball, inspired by Lewis Carroll’s stories, to mark a decade since her death, at Titanic 
Belfast on Saturday, June 6. 
 
Entertainment includes a champagne reception, Mad Hatter’s gourmet feast, themed rooms, live acts, 
DJ and auction from 7.30pm. 
 
Meningitis Now Northern Ireland community fundraiser Jo Wilson said: “This will be a wonderful 
wonderland. 
 



“People can enjoy beautiful themed rooms, delicious delicacies and fizz, brilliant 
entertainment and music – all the while helping to beat the deadly disease. 
 
“Every penny raised helps us continue to fight meningitis on all fronts – fund pioneering 
preventative research, raise lifesaving awareness and support people.” 
 
Tickets cost £60, available by calling Jo on 0345 120 0663 or emailing JoanneW@meningitisnow.org. 
 
For more information on the disease, visit www.MeningitisNow.org. 
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Caitriona a – Caitriona Connolly, 20, who died from her third meningitis bout  
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Contact:  
 
Jason Hulbert, Comms Officer on 01453 769048, jasonh@meningitisnow.org 
Alternatively 01453 768000 or communications@meningitisnow.org 
Out of hours contact 07960 706661 
 

 

Meningitis and Septicaemia Facts 

 

 Meningitis is usually caused by bacteria or viruses 

 Meningitis is inflammation of the membranes that surround and protect the brain and 

spinal cord 

 Septicaemia is blood poisoning 

 Some bacteria that cause meningitis also cause septicaemia 

 Meningitis and septicaemia often happen together – it is vital to know all the signs 

and symptoms 

 The early signs and symptoms of meningitis and septicaemia can be similar to ‘flu 
and include fever, headache, nausea, vomiting and muscle pain. 

 The more specific signs and symptoms include fever with cold hands and feet, 
drowsiness, confusion, pale blotchy skin, stiff neck, dislike of bright lights and a rash 
which doesn’t fade under pressure. 

 In babies, symptoms can also include being floppy and unresponsive, dislike of being 
handled, rapid breathing, an unusual, moaning cry and a bulging fontanelle (soft spot 
on the top of the head). 

 There are an estimated 3,200 cases of bacterial meningitis and septicaemia each 
year in the UK. 

 Following bacterial meningitis or septicaemia, one in ten people will die and at least a 
third of survivors will be left with lifelong after-effects such as hearing loss, epilepsy, 
limb loss or learning difficulties 

 Meningitis and septicaemia can affect anyone, of any age, at any time. However, 
babies and young children are most at risk, and young people between 15 – 24 years 
are also a higher risk group. 

 In the past 20 years, effective vaccines have been developed to give protection 
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against SOME types of meningitis. These are offered to all babies and young children 
as part of the UK childhood immunisation programme. BUT there are not vaccines to 
protect against ALL types. 

 A vaccine against meningococcal group B (Men B), the most common cause of 
bacterial meningitis and septicaemia, will be introduced into the UK childhood 
immunisation programme in September 2015. 

 If you suspect someone may be ill with meningitis or septicaemia, trust your instincts 
and get immediate medical help.  
 

For more information visit www.MeningitisNow.org or call 01453 768006. Freephone 

helpline 0808 80 10 388. 

 

About Meningitis Now 
 
Meningitis Now, the UK’s largest charity fighting the disease, formed after Meningitis UK and 
Meningitis Trust merged in April 2013. 
 
The newly united charity, with around 30 years’ experience exists to save lives and rebuild futures – 
through research, awareness and support. 
 
Meningitis Now fights the disease on all fronts by providing a powerful, united voice for people 
fighting meningitis. 
 

 Saving lives by funding vaccine and preventative research. 

 Reducing the disease’s impact through awareness. 

 Rebuilding futures with dedicated support. 

 Fundraising to deliver our plans. 
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