
 

PRESS RELEASE 

JUNE 04, 2015 

‘Pole lot of fun’ to put disease in a spin 

A MUM whose baby died of meningitis after suffering ‘massive heart attacks’ invites everyone to a 
fun-filled evening to defeat the deadly disease. 

Emma and Darren Cowey, of Tullyally, Derry, were ‘devastated’ to witness their ‘wee boy’ Jamie’s 
heart fail battling meningitis and septicaemia. 

Doctors said he could not fight anymore and the next time it stopped, the family should let him go. 

Emma, 34, said: “We watched Jamie’s heart monitor slow. 

“Nurses lifted him into our arms and his daddy and I held him tight. 

“We told him ‘be brave’ and kissed his tiny head before Jamie’s heart stopped again.” 

Since, the family ‘find strength’ and ‘feel his name lives on’ by supporting Meningitis Now, the UK’s 
largest meningitis charity. 

Emma’s friend Danielle Ross, 29, of Waterside, Derry, is organising Jamie’s Night for Meningitis Now 
– a pole dancing and disco night at Gransha Social Club, Derry, on Saturday, June 20. 

Entertainment includes Pole Infinity taster lessons, an auction, music from DJ Andy Thompson and 
raffle from 7.30pm. 

Entry is £6 on the door.  

Emma said: “We don’t want anyone to feel the same devastating grief from losing someone to 
meningitis. 

“We fundraise to ensure Jamie’s name lives on and that something positive comes from his 
passing. 

“Our latest fundraiser will be a ‘pole lot of fun’, so hope everyone comes to help eradicate this 
awful disease. 

“I thank Danielle for organising the event – she deserves the recognition.” 

Nine-month-old Jamie awoke ‘bright as a button’, had breakfast and played. 

By early afternoon, he was falling asleep in Darren’s arms, which was unusual, but they put it down to 
a busy weekend. 



Jamie ‘seemed different’ when he awoke two hours later at 4pm.   

Emma said: “Jamie didn’t want to be moved and moaned when Darren lifted him. 

“He was hot, so I called the doctor.” 

They went to the doctor at 4.30pm and he seemed brighter, but Emma noticed a purple spot on the 
back of his neck. 

The doctor sent them home and said ‘ring back if he gets worse’. 

At around 6pm, Jamie started vomiting and seemed thirsty, but could not keep his bottle down. 

His mum rang the doctor and they went to hospital, but Jamie was not admitted until 10pm. 

Emma said: “Everything went so fast – our world turned upside down. 

“Jamie had needles coming from everywhere. 

“We could see the purple spots spreading down his chest and he was awake looking for us.” 

Jamie was put on life support and an ambulance, with police escort, rushed him to a bigger hospital. 

His family followed in his grandfather’s car. 

On arrival, they were sat down and told that Jamie suffered a ‘massive heart attack’. 

Emma said: “He was still living – he’d waited for us. 

“We went to see Jamie – he was so small, surrounded by beeping machinery. 

“The machines were breathing for him, we held his hand and his heart failed a few times. 

“His wee body was completely covered by the rash.” 

At 11am, doctors said there was nothing more they could do. 

He died at 11.10am on November 1, 2004. 

Meningitis Now Northern Ireland community fundraiser Jo Wilson added: “What happened to Jamie 
sadly shows how fast meningitis can strike, especially a baby, whose immune system is 
underdeveloped. 

“What Jamie’s family and friends have achieved for us in his memory is touching. 

“We wish Emma and Danielle the best for the evening and hope everyone gets in a spin to 
wipe out the horrific disease.” 

Danielle, with Emma’s younger sister Louise Moore and friend Carol-Ann Williamson, all of Waterside, 
marked the 10

th
 anniversary of Jamie’s passing by raising £800 for Sober October last year. 

For more information on meningitis, call 01453 768000 or visit www.MeningitisNow.org. 

 

http://www.meningitisnow.org/
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Photo Caption(s): 

Pole Dancing a – PROUD PARENTS: Emma and Darren with a picture of Jamie 

Jamie Cowey a – IN MEMORY: Baby Jamie, who died of meningitis 

Contact:  

 

Jason Hulbert, Comms Officer on 01453 769048, jasonh@meningitisnow.org 

Alternatively 01453 768000 or communications@meningitisnow.org 

Out of hours contact 07587 554857. 

 
Meningitis and Septicaemia Facts 

 

 Meningitis is usually caused by bacteria or viruses 

 Meningitis is inflammation of the membranes that surround and protect the brain and 

spinal cord 

 Septicaemia is blood poisoning 

 Some bacteria that cause meningitis also cause septicaemia 

 Meningitis and septicaemia often happen together – it is vital to know all the signs 

and symptoms 

 The early signs and symptoms of meningitis and septicaemia can be similar to ‘flu 
and include fever, headache, nausea, vomiting and muscle pain. 

 The more specific signs and symptoms include fever with cold hands and feet, 
drowsiness, confusion, pale blotchy skin, stiff neck, dislike of bright lights and a rash 
which doesn’t fade under pressure. 

 In babies, symptoms can also include being floppy and unresponsive, dislike of being 
handled, rapid breathing, an unusual, moaning cry and a bulging fontanelle (soft spot 
on the top of the head). 

 There are an estimated 3,200 cases of bacterial meningitis and septicaemia each 
year in the UK. 

 Following bacterial meningitis or septicaemia, one in ten people will die and at least a 
third of survivors will be left with lifelong after-effects such as hearing loss, epilepsy, 
limb loss or learning difficulties 

 Meningitis and septicaemia can affect anyone, of any age, at any time. However, 
babies and young children are most at risk, and young people between 15 – 24 years 
are also a higher risk group. 

 In the past 20 years, effective vaccines have been developed to give protection 
against SOME types of meningitis. These are offered to all babies and young children 
as part of the UK childhood immunisation programme. BUT there are not vaccines to 
protect against ALL types. 

 A vaccine against meningococcal group B (Men B), the most common cause of 
bacterial meningitis and septicaemia, will be introduced into the UK childhood 
immunisation programme in September 2015. 

 If you suspect someone may be ill with meningitis or septicaemia, trust your instincts 
and get immediate medical help.  
 

For more information visit www.MeningitisNow.org or call 01453 768006. Freephone 

mailto:jasonh@meningitisnow.org
mailto:communications@meningitisnow.org
http://www.meningitisnow.org/


helpline 0808 80 10 388. 

 

About Meningitis Now 

Meningitis Now, the UK’s largest charity fighting the disease, formed after Meningitis UK and 

Meningitis Trust merged in April 2013. 

The newly united charity, with around 30 years’ experience exists to save lives and rebuild futures – 

through research, awareness and support. 

Meningitis Now fights the disease on all fronts by providing a powerful, united voice for people 

fighting meningitis. 

 Saving lives by funding vaccine and preventative research. 

 Reducing the disease’s impact through awareness. 

 Rebuilding futures with dedicated support. 

 Fundraising to deliver our plans. 

 

 


