
 

Photo Call 

28 July 2015 

TIME & DATE: Saturday, August 1, from 10am-12pm 

LOCATION: 

Montpellier Park, 
Cheltenham, 
GL50 1UW 

Starting point – William IV statue 

SUBJECT: 

Meningitis Now sufferers and supporters, 

including Harmonie-Rose, who lost her arms and 

legs to meningitis, will be taking part in a Toddle 

Waddle in Cheltenham. 

PHOTO 

OPPORTUNITY: 

Photos and further interviews are available.   

Freya Hall, Harmonie’s mum: 07964 051225 

Sally Gillespie, Meningitis Now Community 

Fundraiser: 07766 575109 

 

Meningitis survivors make a splash to stomp out meningitis  

MENINGITIS survivor, Harmonie-Rose, will join Meningitis Now ‘Under the Sea’ for her first Toddle 

Waddle fundraiser. 

21-month-old Harmonie-Rose, who lost both her legs and arms to meningitis in September last year, 

will join meningitis survivors Elise Robinson and Callum Gillespie to raise money for the charity. 

The three youngsters had a tough start to life, fighting the life-threatening disease and suffering 

varying after-effects.   

The walk, on Saturday (1 August) at Montpellier Park, will see the tots dressed as ‘under the sea’ 

characters and there will be a paper carpet for those taking part to leave their mark with an orange 

foot print.  

Sally Gillespie, Senior Community Fundraiser and mother to Callum said: 

“Callum, Harmonie-Rose and Elise are under three and have spent their early years fighting 
this brutal disease. The event celebrates their courage and bravery - they are an inspiration to 
anyone affected by meningitis. 

“The walk will start at the William IV statue at 10am and I would like to invite the local 

community to come along and join us, helping raise vital funds for the charity.  



“Meningitis affects people in different ways and I hope we can raise awareness to as many 

people as possible during the event. All money raised will help eradicate the disease and 

support those affected.” 

Toddle Waddle is a short sponsored walk for toddlers and young children that is about having fun. It’s 

perfect for anyone who looks after a child, whether you’re a parent, grandparent, aunt, uncle, 

babysitter, NCT group or teacher. 

The walk has been organised by Zaphira Cormack who was inspired to support the charity after 

teaching Elsie and Callum in her ‘Miniature Music’ group in Cheltenham.  

Toddle Waddle co-ordinator, Lydia Reed, said: “It’s so inspiring to see these three youngsters 

taking part in a Toddle Waddle and I hope the people of Cheltenham get behind them to help 

raise as much money as possible. 

“Toddle Waddle is a hugely popular event that we run each year to raise funds for the charity, 

so that we can undertake vital research into crucial vaccines and increase awareness of 

meningitis and its symptoms.  

 “The event is a great way for children to have fun and stay active while making a difference to 

our charity.”  

Holding your own Toddle Waddle is easy – all you need to do is pick a date and location. Upon 

registration, you will be sent a FREE fundraising pack jam-packed with activities and materials to help 

you organise your event. This includes a full ‘how to’ guide, poster, stickers, sponsor forms, event 

invitations and certificates.   

It is free to take part in Toddle Waddle, however participants are asked to raise as much money as 

possible through sponsorship. All money raised will be used to help Meningitis Now fund their fight 

against meningitis in the UK.  

To find out more about this event, please visit www.toddlewaddle.co.uk or call 0345 120 4530.  
 
ENDS 

Contact:  

 

Natasha Neal, Assistant Communications Officer on 01453 769018 natashan@meningitisnow.org 

Alternatively 01453 768000 or pressoffice@meningitisnow.org 

Out of hours contact 07960 706661 

 
Meningitis and Septicaemia Facts                                   

 

 Meningitis is usually caused by bacteria or viruses 

 Meningitis is inflammation of the membranes that surround and protect the brain 

and spinal cord 

 Septicaemia is blood poisoning 

 Some bacteria that cause meningitis also cause septicaemia 

http://www.toddlewaddle.co.uk/
mailto:natashan@meningitisnow.org
mailto:pressoffice@meningitisnow.org


 Meningitis and septicaemia often happen together – it is vital to know all the signs 

and symptoms 

 The early signs and symptoms of meningitis and septicaemia can be similar to ‘flu 
and include fever, headache, nausea, vomiting and muscle pain. 

 The more specific signs and symptoms include fever with cold hands and feet, 
drowsiness, confusion, pale blotchy skin, stiff neck, dislike of bright lights and a rash 
which doesn’t fade under pressure. 

 In babies, symptoms can also include being floppy and unresponsive, dislike of being 
handled, rapid breathing, an unusual, moaning cry and a bulging fontanelle (soft 
spot on the top of the head). 

 There are an estimated 3,200 cases of bacterial meningitis and septicaemia each 
year in the UK. 

 Following bacterial meningitis or septicaemia, one in ten people will die and at least 
a third of survivors will be left with lifelong after-effects such as hearing loss, 
epilepsy, limb loss or learning difficulties 

 Meningitis and septicaemia can affect anyone, of any age, at any time. However, 
babies and young children are most at risk, and young people between 15 – 24 years 
are also a higher risk group. 

 In the past 20 years, effective vaccines have been developed to give protection 
against SOME types of meningitis. These are offered to all babies and young 
children as part of the UK childhood immunisation programme. BUT there are not 
vaccines to protect against ALL types. 

 A vaccine to protect against meningococcal group B (Men B) disease, the most 
common cause of bacterial meningitis and septicaemia, will be introduced into the 
UK childhood immunisation programme in September 2015.  

 If you suspect someone may be ill with meningitis or septicaemia, trust your 
instincts and get immediate medical help.  
 
For more information visit www.MeningitisNow.org or call 01453 768000. 
Freephone helpline 0808 80 10 388. 

About Meningitis Now 

Meningitis Now is the founder of the meningitis movement and the only charity dedicated to fighting 

meningitis in the UK 

With nearly 30 years’ experience, we are working towards a future where no one in the UK loses their 

life to meningitis and everyone affected gets the support they need to rebuild their lives. 

Meningitis Now fights the disease on all fronts: 

 Providing a powerful, united voice for people fighting meningitis. 

 Saving lives by funding vaccine and preventative research. 

 Reducing the disease’s impact through awareness. 

 Rebuilding futures with dedicated support. 

 Fundraising to deliver our plans. 

 

http://www.meningitisnow.org/

