
 
 

PRESS RELEASE 

13 August 2015 

 

 

PHOTO CALL 
 

 

TIME & DATE: 1pm, Friday 4 September 

LOCATION: 

 
Lister Unified Communications 
Brunel Way 
Stonehouse 
Gloucestershire 
GL10 3SX 
 

SUBJECT: 

 
A right royal Time 4 Tea fancy dress party to launch 
a partnership between Lister Unified 
Communications and Meningitis Now.  
 
Contact Richard Snell, Marketing Manager, Lister 
Unified Communications on 01453 829212. 
 

PHOTO 
OPPORTUNITY: 

 
Staff of the Stonehouse-based communications 
company will be dressing up in royal outfits to raise 
money for local charity Meningitis Now and to launch 
their charity mobile phone recycling scheme. 
 .  

 
 

RIGHT ROYAL REVELRIES TO DEFEAT DEADLY DISEASE 

A STONEHOUSE-based company is rolling out the red carpet and hosting right royal revelries to defeat a 
deadly disease. 

Telecoms company Lister Unified Communications is launching a mobile phone recycling scheme for 
Meningitis Now and kicking the partnership off with one of the charity’s Time 4 Tea events, which this year 
has a royal theme.  

Staff will wear royal outfits for a party at their offices on Friday 4 September, and take part in competitions 
whilst enjoying tea and cake and raising money to fund the Stroud-based charity’s pioneering preventative 
research, lifesaving awareness and support work. 
 
Richard Snell, Marketing Manager at Lister Unified Communications, said: “The right royal tea party 
seemed like an excellent way to launch the charity mobile phone recycling scheme that will 
begin in September and that we have partnered with Meningitis Now to deliver.  
 



“We believe this is a great way to get the message out to our clients, partners and the local 
community that we are taking in all second-hand mobile phones, both from an environmental 
perspective but also a charitable one, to raise money for this worthy cause.”  
 
On the day the company will raise money through a themed royal costume day in the office which its 
29 staff will take part in. There will be a cake sale and cake auction, as well as a social media auction 
for a brand new table football table. 
 
Special mobile phone recycling bins will be located in the offices at Lister Unified Communications 
and Meningitis Now, and other venues to be confirmed.  
 
“Please let us have your old unwanted mobiles”, Richard added. “The more people donate the 
more money we can raise for this brilliant charity”.  

Sally Gillespie, Meningitis Now’s Senior Community Fundraiser, said “We’re really grateful that Lister 
Communications has chosen to support us in this way and give something back within their local 
community.  

“Many of those working there remember the impact meningitis had in the Stonehouse and Stroud 
area as they were growing up. 
 
“We hope they will have fun fundraising to fight the disease.” 
 
If you’d like to hold a Time for Tea event contact Meningitis Now on 01453 768000 for a free pack 
including fundraising tips, decorations, paper crowns, balloons, invitations and coasters or visit 
www.time-4-tea.org. 
 
There are also recipe cards, so people can make majestic masterpieces fit for majesties, and gallant 
game ideas such as Pin the Tail on the Corgi, Hunt the Crown and Royal Relay 
.  

ENDS 

 

Editors Notes: 

 

For further information please contact: Andy Hopkinson, Communications Officer at Meningitis Now, 

on 01453 768006, out of hours 07587 554857, or email andrewh@meningitisnow.org 

 
 

 
Meningitis and Septicaemia Facts                                   

 

 Meningitis is usually caused by bacteria or viruses 

 Meningitis is inflammation of the membranes that surround and protect the brain and 

spinal cord 

 Septicaemia is blood poisoning 

 Some bacteria that cause meningitis also cause septicaemia 

 Meningitis and septicaemia often happen together – it is vital to know all the signs 

and symptoms 

 The early signs and symptoms of meningitis and septicaemia can be similar to ‘flu 

and include fever, headache, nausea, vomiting and muscle pain. 

 The more specific signs and symptoms include fever with cold hands and feet, 

drowsiness, confusion, pale blotchy skin, stiff neck, dislike of bright lights and a rash 

http://www.time-4-tea.org/
mailto:andrewh@meningitisnow.org


which doesn’t fade under pressure. 

 In babies, symptoms can also include being floppy and unresponsive, dislike of being 

handled, rapid breathing, an unusual, moaning cry and a bulging fontanelle (soft spot 

on the top of the head). 

 There are an estimated 3,200 cases of bacterial meningitis and septicaemia each 

year in the UK. 

 Following bacterial meningitis or septicaemia, one in ten people will die and at least a 

third of survivors will be left with lifelong after-effects such as hearing loss, epilepsy, 

limb loss or learning difficulties 

 Meningitis and septicaemia can affect anyone, of any age, at any time. However, 

babies and young children are most at risk, and young people between 15 – 24 years 

are also a higher risk group. 

 In the past 20 years, effective vaccines have been developed to give protection 

against SOME types of meningitis. These are offered to all babies and young children 

as part of the UK childhood immunisation programme. BUT there are not vaccines to 

protect against ALL types. 

 A vaccine to protect against meningococcal group B (Men B) disease, the most 

common cause of bacterial meningitis and septicaemia, will be introduced into the UK 

childhood immunisation programme in September 2015.  

 If you suspect someone may be ill with meningitis or septicaemia, trust your instincts 

and get immediate medical help.  

 

For more information visit www.MeningitisNow.org. Freephone helpline 0808 80 10 

388. 

 

 

About Meningitis Now 
 

Meningitis Now is the founder of the meningitis movement and the only charity dedicated to fighting 
meningitis in the UK. 
 
With nearly 30 years’ experience we are working towards a future where no one in the UK loses their 
life to meningitis and everyone affected gets the support they need to rebuild their lives. 
 
Meningitis Now fights the disease on all fronts: 

 Providing a powerful, united voice for people fighting meningitis. 

 Saving lives by funding vaccine and preventative research. 

 Reducing the disease’s impact through awareness. 

 Rebuilding futures with dedicated support. 

 Fundraising to deliver our plans. 

 
 

http://www.meningitisnow.org/

