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Male chorus comes together to tune out meningitis  

CHURCHDOWN male voice choir is hitting the high notes to help beat a deadly disease in the UK.   

The 50-strong vocal group will be performing at Chosen Hill School in Churchdown on Friday 2 

October to raise money for the UKs leading meningitis charity, Meningitis Now. 

The event, which begins at 7:30, celebrates the choir’s 50
th
 year and supports local teen, Teddy 

Townsend, who contracted meningitis B in 2005.  

Barry Woods,the Choirs Publicity Officer, said: “We all enjoy singing and performing for charity. 

This year alone the choir has performed in support of LINC (Leukaemia and Intensive 

Chemotherapy) and Cobalt, The Willow Trust, Guide Dogs for the Blind and the Alzheimers 

Society, and for one of our October concerts we have chosen to support Meningitis Now.  

“We hope that the local community will come along and support the event so we can raise vital 

funds to help increase awareness of meningitis and support people like Teddy who have been 

affected.”  

The choir is also interested in promoting young talent, and two young musicians, Hanna Green and 

Paige Halliwell, from Chosen Hill School 6th form will be taking part in the concert.  

Tickets for the event cost £8 and can be purchased on the door or in advance from Colin Acton on 

01452 714360. There will also be a raffle on the night to raise further funds.   

Sally Gillespie, Community Fundraiser at Meningitis Now, said: “Events like these make such a 

difference – without the help and support of local communities Meningitis Now would not exist, 

and we would not be able to help thousands of families in the UK every year who are affected by 

this life-threatening disease.” 

All proceeds will be donated to Meningitis Now, the UK’s leading charity working to save lives and 

rebuild the futures of people affected by meningitis through research, support and awareness. 

Find out more online at www.meningitisnow.org.  

Find out more about the choir at churchdownmvc.com 
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Editors Notes: 

For further information please contact: Natasha Neal, Communications and Press Officer at 

Meningitis Now, on 01453 769018, out of hours 07587554857 or email 

natashan@meningitisnow.org 

http://www.meningitisnow.org/
http://churchdownmvc.com/
mailto:natashan@meningitisnow.org


 

 
Meningitis and Septicaemia Facts 

 

 Meningitis is usually caused by bacteria or viruses 

 Meningitis is inflammation of the membranes that surround and protect the brain and 

spinal cord 

 Septicaemia is blood poisoning 

 Some bacteria that cause meningitis also cause septicaemia 

 Meningitis and septicaemia often happen together – it is vital to know all the signs 

and symptoms 

 The early signs and symptoms of meningitis and septicaemia can be similar to ‘flu 
and include fever, headache, nausea, vomiting and muscle pain. 

 The more specific signs and symptoms include fever with cold hands and feet, 
drowsiness, confusion, pale blotchy skin, stiff neck, dislike of bright lights and a rash 
which doesn’t fade under pressure. 

 In babies, symptoms can also include being floppy and unresponsive, dislike of being 
handled, rapid breathing, an unusual, moaning cry and a bulging fontanelle (soft spot 
on the top of the head). 

 There are an estimated 3,200 cases of bacterial meningitis and septicaemia each 
year in the UK. 

 Following bacterial meningitis or septicaemia, one in ten people will die and at least a 
third of survivors will be left with lifelong after-effects such as hearing loss, epilepsy, 
limb loss or learning difficulties 

 Meningitis and septicaemia can affect anyone, of any age, at any time. However, 
babies and young children are most at risk, and young people between 15 – 24 years 
are also a higher risk group. 

 In the past 20 years, effective vaccines have been developed to give protection 
against SOME types of meningitis. These are offered to all babies and young children 
as part of the UK childhood immunisation programme. BUT there are not vaccines to 
protect against ALL types. 

 A vaccine to protect against meningococcal group B (Men B) disease, the most 
common cause of bacterial meningitis and septicaemia, will be introduced into the UK 
childhood immunisation programme in September 2015. 

 If you suspect someone may be ill with meningitis or septicaemia, trust your instincts 
and get immediate medical help.  
 

For more information visit www.MeningitisNow.org or call 01453 768006. 

Freephone helpline 0808 80 10 388. 

 

About Meningitis Now 

 

Meningitis Now is the founder of the meningitis movement and the only charity dedicated to fighting 

meningitis in the UK 

With nearly 30 years’ experience, we are working towards a future where no one in the UK loses their 

life to meningitis and everyone affected gets the support they need to rebuild their lives. 

http://www.meningitisnow.org/


Meningitis Now fights the disease on all fronts: 

 Providing a powerful, united voice for people fighting meningitis. 

 Saving lives by funding vaccine and preventative research. 

 Reducing the disease’s impact through awareness. 

 Rebuilding futures with dedicated support. 

 Fundraising to deliver our plans. 

 

 

 

 

 


