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NOTTINGHAM COUPLE TAKE ON CHARITY ROLE TO FIGHT MENINGITIS 

 

NOTTINGHAM GRANDPARENTS have taken on a prestigious voluntary role with the country’s 
leading meningitis charity after fighting back from their own family experience of the disease. 
 
Cliff and Jeanette Ball, aged 72 and 70, from Keyworth, will work alongside Meningitis Now regional 
officers in their local community to help fund vital research, raise awareness and support others who 
have suffered from the disease. 
 
The role recognises the part played by committed supporters in the charity’s work. Cliff and Jeanette 
become just two of 38 people around the UK to be invited to become a Community Ambassador.  
 
“Becoming a Community Ambassador is a real honour” Jeanette said. “We’re delighted to have 
this opportunity to give something back to Meningitis Now and make a difference with their 
work in our local community.”  
 
“With their support no one in Nottinghamshire will have to face meningitis alone. 
 
“We know only too well how cruel this disease can be and we don’t want other families to go 
through what we have. It’s vital that everybody recognises the signs and symptoms and 
knows what action to take if they suspect meningitis. 
 
“This role will be a challenge but we’re determined to make a difference.” 
 
In March 2012 Cliff and Jeanette received devastating news about their grandson Charlie McVey that 
was to change their lives overnight. Charlie, aged 14 at the time, lived with his mum Claire, dad Joe 
and sister Mollie in the south of France. 
 
“Charlie woke with a temperature and a rash and Claire knew that something was seriously 
wrong and rushed him to Bezier hospital” Jeanette said. 
 
“He was diagnosed with meningococcal meningitis together with septicaemia. He was in a 
coma with little light at the end of the tunnel, but the specialist team of doctors and Charlie’s 
strength and will power helped him to survive this devastating disease.”  
 
Charlie is a keen cyclist with several wins in France and the UK and now, after recuperation, is back 
into competitive cycling. 
 
Cliff added: “As Community Ambassadors for Meningitis Now we are passionate and 
committed to promoting awareness to everyone of this awful disease and hope we can give 
something back to the charity who have always been there for us and our family in our time of 
need.” 
 
Steve Dayman, Meningitis Now founder, said: “We’re thrilled that Cliff and Jeanette  will be the 
face of our charity in their local community, working alongside our regionally-based team 
members.  



 
“With their continued support, enthusiasm and hard work we’ll be able to achieve so much 
more in our fight against meningitis.” 
 
Meningitis Now is working towards a future where no one in the UK loses their life to meningitis and 
everyone affected gets the support they need to rebuild their lives. 
 
It does this by funding research into vaccines and prevention, raising awareness so people know what 
to look for and what action to take if they suspect meningitis and rebuilding futures by providing 
dedicated support to people living with the impact of the disease. 
 
Across the UK there are about 3,200 cases of bacterial meningitis and up to 6,000 cases of viral 
meningitis each year. For more information visit www.MeningitisNow.org 
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Editors Notes: 
 
For further information please contact: Andy Hopkinson, Communications Officer at Meningitis Now, 
on 01453 768006, out of hours 07587 554857, or email andrewh@meningitisnow.org 
 
 

 
Meningitis and Septicaemia Facts                                   

 

 Meningitis is usually caused by bacteria or viruses 

 Meningitis is inflammation of the membranes that surround and protect the brain and 

spinal cord 

 Septicaemia is blood poisoning 

 Some bacteria that cause meningitis also cause septicaemia 

 Meningitis and septicaemia often happen together – it is vital to know all the signs 

and symptoms 

 The early signs and symptoms of meningitis and septicaemia can be similar to ‘flu 

and include fever, headache, nausea, vomiting and muscle pain. 

 The more specific signs and symptoms include fever with cold hands and feet, 

drowsiness, confusion, pale blotchy skin, stiff neck, dislike of bright lights and a rash 

which doesn’t fade under pressure. 

 In babies, symptoms can also include being floppy and unresponsive, dislike of being 

handled, rapid breathing, an unusual, moaning cry and a bulging fontanelle (soft spot 

on the top of the head). 

 There are an estimated 3,200 cases of bacterial meningitis and septicaemia each 

year in the UK. 

 Following bacterial meningitis or septicaemia, one in ten people will die and at least a 

third of survivors will be left with lifelong after-effects such as hearing loss, epilepsy, 

limb loss or learning difficulties 

 Meningitis and septicaemia can affect anyone, of any age, at any time. However, 

babies and young children are most at risk, and young people between 15 – 24 years 

are also a higher risk group. 

 In the past 20 years, effective vaccines have been developed to give protection 
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against SOME types of meningitis. These are offered to all babies and young children 

as part of the UK childhood immunisation programme. BUT there are not vaccines to 

protect against ALL types. 

 A vaccine to protect against meningococcal group B (Men B) disease, the most 

common cause of bacterial meningitis and septicaemia, was introduced into the UK 

childhood immunisation programme for newborn babies in September 2015.  

 If you suspect someone may be ill with meningitis or septicaemia, trust your instincts 

and get immediate medical help.  

 

For more information visit www.MeningitisNow.org or call 01453 768006. Freephone 

helpline 0808 80 10 388. 

 

 

About Meningitis Now 

 

Meningitis Now is the founder of the meningitis movement and the only charity dedicated to fighting 
meningitis in the UK 
 
With nearly 30 years’ experience, we are working towards a future where no one in the UK loses their 
life to meningitis and everyone affected gets the support they need to rebuild their lives. 
 
Meningitis Now fights the disease on all fronts: 
 

 Providing a powerful, united voice for people fighting meningitis. 

 Saving lives by funding vaccine and preventative research. 

 Reducing the disease’s impact through awareness. 

 Rebuilding futures with dedicated support. 

 Fundraising to deliver our plans. 

 

http://www.meningitisnow.org/

