
 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

29 October 2015 

CELEBRATE A WONDERFUL LIFE AND MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

BISHOPBRIGGS mum Kim Macleod, who lost son Calum to meningitis aged 12, has organised A 

Wonderful Life Gala Ball, to celebrate what would have been his 21
st
 birthday, which you are invited to 

be part of. 

Calum contracted meningitis in Oct 2007. Waking with a severe headache at 3am, he was taken to 

hospital, but by 6am was on a ventilator fighting for his life. Sadly the disease had attacked his brain 

stem and nothing could be done to save him. His parents, Sinclair and Kim, made the brave decision 

to donate his organs as they were unaffected. Five people are alive today through this gift.  

Calum’s sister, Kirsten, now 16, chose the theme based on her favourite film with the perfect 

sentiment.  

Being held on Thursday 10 December at The Eagle Lodge, Bishopbriggs, the event is in aid of 

Meningitis Now in celebration of Calum’s life. 

Kim says: “Meningitis Now provided support to us as a family at the worst time in our lives. 

Fundraising in Calum’s memory has given family and friends an opportunity to give back and 

help others affected by this terrible disease. 

“Meningitis is a terrible thing for anyone to suffer and the results are devastating to all 

concerned. It can strike at anytime and kill within hours. The work that has been carried out by 

Meningitis Now has been vital to prevent this terrible disease and make people more aware of 

meningitis and its impact.” 

Entertainment during the evening includes local singer songwriter Katee Kross, comedy from author-

turned-stand up BD McKay, presentation of the Calum Macleod Memorial Publishing Prize and disco. 

The event starts at 7.00pm, with glass of bubbly on arrival, buffet and dancing. 

Tickets cost £40 and can be purchased online http://indieauthorsworld.com/event/a-wonderful-life-

gala-ball/ or from Kim via kim@indieauthorsworld.com  

Meningitis Now is the UK’s leading charity working to save lives and rebuild the futures of people 

affected by meningitis through research, support and awareness.  

For more information on Meningitis Now and the disease, call 01453 768000 or visit 

www.MeningitisNow.org. 
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For further information please contact: Natasha Neal, Communications and Press Officer at 

Meningitis Now, on 01453 769018, out of hours 07587 554857, or email 

natashan@meningitisnow.org 

 

 
Meningitis and Septicaemia Facts                                   

 

 Meningitis is usually caused by bacteria or viruses 

 Meningitis is inflammation of the membranes that surround and protect the brain and 

spinal cord 

 Septicaemia is blood poisoning 

 Some bacteria that cause meningitis also cause septicaemia 

 Meningitis and septicaemia often happen together – it is vital to know all the signs 

and symptoms 

 The early signs and symptoms of meningitis and septicaemia can be similar to ‘flu 

and include fever, headache, nausea, vomiting and muscle pain. 

 The more specific signs and symptoms include fever with cold hands and feet, 

drowsiness, confusion, pale blotchy skin, stiff neck, dislike of bright lights and a rash 

which doesn’t fade under pressure. 

 In babies, symptoms can also include being floppy and unresponsive, dislike of being 

handled, rapid breathing, an unusual, moaning cry and a bulging fontanelle (soft spot 

on the top of the head). 

 There are an estimated 3,200 cases of bacterial meningitis and septicaemia each 

year in the UK. 

 Following bacterial meningitis or septicaemia, one in ten people will die and at least a 

third of survivors will be left with lifelong after-effects such as hearing loss, epilepsy, 

limb loss or learning difficulties 

 Meningitis and septicaemia can affect anyone, of any age, at any time. However, 

babies and young children are most at risk, and young people between 15 – 24 years 

are also a higher risk group. 

 In the past 20 years, effective vaccines have been developed to give protection 

against SOME types of meningitis. These are offered to all babies and young children 

as part of the UK childhood immunisation programme. BUT there are not vaccines to 

protect against ALL types. 

 A vaccine to protect against meningococcal group B (Men B) disease, the most 

common cause of bacterial meningitis and septicaemia has been introduced into the 

UK childhood immunisation programme in September 2015.  

 If you suspect someone may be ill with meningitis or septicaemia, trust your instincts 

and get immediate medical help.  

 

For more information visit www.MeningitisNow.org or call 01453 768000. Freephone 

helpline 0808 80 10 388. 

 

About Meningitis Now 
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Meningitis Now is the founder of the meningitis movement and the only charity dedicated to fighting 

meningitis in the UK 

With nearly 30 years’ experience, we are working towards a future where no one in the UK loses their 

life to meningitis and everyone affected gets the support they need to rebuild their lives. 

Meningitis Now fights the disease on all fronts: 

 Providing a powerful, united voice for people fighting meningitis. 

 Saving lives by funding vaccine and preventative research. 

 Reducing the disease’s impact through awareness. 

 Rebuilding futures with dedicated support. 

 Fundraising to deliver our plans. 

 

 

 


