
New name, same goals

Impact Report



We are  
Meningitis Now.
We are a new charity with almost 
30 years’ experience, leading the 
fight against meningitis in the UK. 

Meningitis Now was formed in 2013, by bringing 
together Meningitis UK and Meningitis Trust,  
the founders of the UK meningitis movement in 
the 1980s.

Our new name reflects:

meningitis.

now, whether that is 
developing and introducing new vaccines, 
taking action if meningitis is suspected or 
providing timely support.  

whatever the issues are now – issues that 
will change over time.

now, whether 
we are talking today or in the future, for as 
long as meningitis, and its impact, remains 
an issue.

Our Vision: 
A future where no one in the UK loses their 
life to meningitis and everyone affected gets 
the support they need to rebuild their lives.

Our Mission: 
To provide a powerful, united voice for individuals, 
families, communities, experts and professionals 
who know just how devastating meningitis can be.

To save lives by funding research into vaccines 
and prevention.

To reduce the impact of the disease by raising 
awareness, empowering people with the 
knowledge and information they need to 
get urgent medical attention if they suspect 
meningitis.

To rebuild futures by providing dedicated support 
to people living with the impact of meningitis.

To raise the funds we need to deliver our vision, 
inspired by the individuals and families at the 
heart of our organisation.

We are united 
in the fight 
against 
meningitis

The last year has been one of the most important 
in our history. Meningitis Trust and Meningitis UK 
merged to become an even more powerful force 
in the fight against meningitis. We are incredibly 
proud of this Impact Report, which highlights 
the achievements of both charities in the last 
18 months and looks at our future plans. 

As Meningitis Now, we are brave and bold, driving 
towards our vision with energy, commitment 
and determination. 

The people we help every day and the people who 
support us in return – people like you – are at the 
heart of everything we do and will shape our work 
in the future.

We need your help now more than ever to make 
a difference to people in the UK – people who are 
at risk from meningitis and those whose lives 
have already been changed forever because of it. 

Be inspired by the people we exist for and 
be part of Meningitis Now - saving lives and 
rebuilding futures. 

 

Sue Davie Steve Dayman* 
Chief Executive Executive Founder

*Steve tragically lost his 14 month old son, Spencer, 
to meningococcal septicaemia in 1982. Since that time, 
he has dedicated much of his life to the meningitis 
cause and was instrumental in founding the meningitis 
movement in the UK. Steve travels the country, visiting 
families who have experienced the devastation of 
meningitis and raising awareness of the disease and 
the charity’s work.

In 
PartnershipSupportive Influential Innovative Focused InspiringPassionate United

The way we work defines who we are
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We are making 
a difference NOW
Leading the fight against 
meningitis in the UK.

Statistics are for last 12 months (October 2012 - September 2013) 
or to date, as appropriate.

20 towns and cities visited by 
the Beat it Now! roadshow

attended family days

our home visits
increased by

people signed the Beat it Now! 
petition urging the government
to bring in the MenB vaccine

20,000+

was awarded in
research grants,

to 5 new projects

We have people are remembered with a 
Tribute Fund/Forever Fund

people were
reached through 
social media

We distributed

1.5 million
symptoms cards and information

people committed to become 
regular donors

2,100+ 
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Meningitis is aggressive; striking in an instant and stealing 
lives in a matter of hours. It is the disease most feared by 
parents and health professionals, so preventing this disease 
is a key priority.

We support research that finds new, and enhances 
existing, vaccines to save lives and prevent 
disability. We campaign for the introduction 
of licensed vaccines as soon as they become 
available in the UK, because time lost is lives lost. 
 

Funded research
Our Scientific Medical Advisory Panel is made 
up of leading experts in the field. It steers our 
research strategy and peer-reviews all proposals, 
alongside independent reviewers, to ensure our 
research funds have the greatest impact. 

To date, our charity has committed over 
£10 million to protect future generations. In 
December 2012, we committed over £500,000 
to new preventative research projects, including 
streptococcal group B, the most common cause 
of severe infection in newborn babies in the UK, 
meningococcal disease and pneumococcal disease. 
Our research portfolio in 2013 consists of 12 
projects, with a combined value of £1.7 million. 
 

Campaigning for MenB vaccine
In January 2013, a license was granted for the 
first vaccine against meningitis B, which has been 
over 20 years in development. With meningitis B 
being the cause of more than 50% of the cases 
of bacterial meningitis in the UK, it is a major 
step forward. 

This vaccine will only start saving lives 
and preventing lifelong disability when it 
is introduced into the routine Childhood 
Immunisation Programme.  

In the UK, licensed vaccines must be considered 
by the Joint Committee on Vaccination and 
Immunisation (JCVI) before being recommended 
to the government for bringing into the routine 
programme. We were an official consultee of this 
committee and research, funded by the charity, 
was used in the evidence being considered*. 

As we write (October 2013), the vaccine  
has been considered by the JCVI but delayed  
due to lack of evidence and questions over  
cost-effectiveness.

We are using our voice and knowledge to 
urge the introduction as soon as possible;

huge disappointment, and provided more 
evidence, supported by eminent clinicians 
and scientists. 

We met with the Secretary of State for Health, 
Jeremy Hunt MP, to express our concerns.

(launched January 2013) with an online 
and media push to get people involved. 

Downing Street, with more than 20,000 
signatures so far (by September 2013) 
– sign it at www.beat-it-now.org. 

Priority 1: 
Supporting prevention

“ We support the charity as we want to do all we can to stop other 
families from feeling the pain we feel every day after losing Ryan.”

on our website, encouraging supporters to 
upload their pictures and leave a message 
telling others how meningitis has impacted 
them.

of meningitis in the UK today and the 
importance of this new vaccine, asking them 
to raise questions or write to the Health 
Minister, with 100 MPs engaged 
so far.

Looking forward
We will continue to fund our research 
commitments. In August 2013, we received 14 
applications totalling over £2.7 million in value. 
Our Scientific Medical Advisory Panel will review 
these and make recommendations for funding to 
the Board of Trustees in December. 

until we see the introduction of this vaccine, with 
our campaign trailer going around the country. 
Our supporters will continue to collect petition 
signatures and write to their MPs. We will continue 
to use our voice in the media and hold meetings 
with key opinion leaders, MPs and Peers, many of 
whom will be brought together at our Reception in 
the House of Commons in October 2013.

*The true burden of MenB (MOSAIC – Meningococcal Outcome Study in 
Adolescents and in Children) was published in the Lancet Neurology in 
August 2012 and was funded by Meningitis Trust.

Michelle Bresnahan 

Michelle lost her son, Ryan, a fit and healthy 16 year old, to meningitis in 2010. Along with husband 
John and daughter Charlotte, they started up their relentless campaign ‘a life for a cure’ to eradicate the 
disease that took her son and ensure that her son’s memory lives on. The funds they have raised have 
paid for a groundbreaking project at Sheffield University, which has seen hundreds of students inoculated 
with friendly bacteria through nasal droplets, which could stop meningitis-causing bacteria living in the 
nose and throat. Michelle was recently joined by 19 friends in a Three Peaks Challenge, raising £13,000.

CASE 
STUDY

Michelle Bresnahan
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Over half a million people living in the UK today have had 
meningitis and many thousands of families have been left facing 
a future without a loved one. Without vaccines to protect against 
all types, meningitis continues to strike, devastating families 
across the UK. We know our support makes a real difference and 
we are committed to reaching out to everyone affected.

Our services
We took the bold step in 2012 of doubling the 
number of staff we have based in the community 
around the UK. Our team of ten Community 
Support Officers visited 120% more people in 
their own homes or in hospital than the previous 
year. Our Executive Founder, Steve Dayman MBE, 
visits families and provides unique peer support, 
drawing on his own experience of losing his young 
son, Spencer, in 1982.

Demand on our financial grants programme 
continues to increase and has grown by more than 
75% in the last three years. We have continued 
to support individuals and their families through 
counselling and creative therapies, provided 
close to people’s homes, making access easy and 
cost-effective.

We also held our programme of Family Days 
(supported by BBC Children in Need) across the 
UK, with one event having a record number of 20 
families attend. 

Calls and emails to our 24-hour helpline (0808 
80 10 388) were maintained at around 9,000 for 
the year. With more community support staff, we 
saw a fourfold increase in support calls and emails 
to the Community Support and Services Team, 
compared with the previous year. 
 

Our reach
We embraced digital technology via social 
media and through our Health Unlocked Forum; 
recognising that many prefer using online 
platforms to access help.

Our reach continued to extend with monthly website 
visits of over 100,000. Facebook and Twitter 
followers grew by more than any other year. Our 
Community Team utilised their regional blogs and 
Facebook accounts, making it easier for people to 
feel connected locally.

Traditional media channels were used to reach out 
and make people aware that we are just a phone 
call or click away. Beneficiaries willing to share 
their story encouraged people to make contact 
with us. We achieved supportive coverage in 
magazines such as Prima Baby, Chat and Pick 
Me Up.

in all the national newspapers. Our Chief 
Executive, Sue Davie, and our Founder, Steve 

Dayman, along with a number of affected families, 
also appeared in interviews on Sky News, ITV 1, 
BBC1 West, BBC1 Yorkshire and Radio 4. 
 

Partnerships programme 
Our partnerships programme continued to develop, 
working with organisations such as National 
Deaf Children’s Society, Child Brain Injury Trust 
and The Children’s Trust. These partnerships not 
only resulted in referrals but joint support and 
campaign activities. 
 

Looking forward
We will continue to reach out through all 
communication channels and our partners, and 
raise the profile of local support available through 
our community-based team. We will work to 
ensure our new resource, My Journal/Your Guide, 
gets into the hands of families on discharge from 
hospital so they know where they can turn, from 
very early in their journey after meningitis.

Priority 2: 
Make sure no one faces 
meningitis alone

Alice’s mum, Jennifer

“ The funded trike has made a huge difference to Alice’s life and we 
are so grateful. We’ve noticed such a big improvement in Alice’s leg 
strength – pedalling the wheels is great physio for her. Thank you.”

Alice-Rose Lawson 

Alice-Rose was just one year old when she contracted meningitis. Her parents were told that there 
was nothing more they could do for her. After her life-support machine was switched off, Alice 
amazingly clung to life. After a three month battle in hospital, she was able to return home. 

Now, aged four, Alice is doing well and is a happy little girl again, despite the need for ongoing 
treatment. We were able to fund a specialist trike for her through our financial grants scheme, 
enabling her to join in family activities.

CASE 
STUDY
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Meningitis Now is a listening organisation, ready to respond 
positively and equally to anyone affected by meningitis. We are 
rebuilding futures and are here for people when they need us 
most, whenever that might be - today, tomorrow or in the future.

We actively seek opinions from our beneficiaries 
through feedback forms and supporter surveys. 
The feedback we receive informs and shapes the 
services we provide, from symptoms cards used by 
millions of people to financial grants targeted at 
those most in need.

We are proud of the level of engagement we have 
with supporters and our achievements reflect the 
value we place on their input. 
 

This year we have:
Worked with parents to develop and 
introduce My Journal/Your Guide in 
partnership with Meningitis Research 
Foundation and endorsed by the Royal College 
of Paediatric and Child Health, Royal College 
of GPs and Royal College of Nursing, providing 
practical help and guidance for parents 
following discharge from hospital.

Using experts in special needs, we 
initiated a partnership project with Child Brain 
Injury Trust for specialist training of Special 
Educational Needs Co-ordinators (SENCOs) 
and teachers. With a pilot underway, the 
project will provide strategies to improve the 
education of children with meningitis-related 
brain injuries.

Asked the public what they know about 
viral meningitis through a nationwide survey 
supported by the Picker Institute Europe. 
The results were used to inspire the world’s 
first Viral Meningitis Week in May 2013, a 
drive to educate the general public and health 
professionals about viral meningitis. We also 
introduced a pilot service for complementary 
therapies to support people affected.

Given our Young Ambassadors a voice as 
we try to reach out to adolescents. The Young 
Ambassadors developed a survey for 14-16 
year olds looking at attitudes to vaccination, 
as well as knowledge of meningitis. The 
findings will inform how we raise awareness 
amongst this age group.

The second phase of this programme was a 
survey of adolescents affected by meningitis. 
Results will enable us to find out about the 
support we need to have available, as well as 
how to best reach them. 

 

Looking forward
We will complete the pilot on training 
SENCOs and teachers, in partnership 
with the Child Brain Injury Trust, and 
roll out the programme across the UK. 

We will continue to raise the profile 
of the impact of viral meningitis and 
complete the pilot with complementary 
therapies. We will develop our 
programme of activity on awareness 
and support with young people, 
working closely with our 
Young Ambassadors.

“ Without the charity, I don’t 
think our family would 
have coped. From the 
initial phone call I made in 
2005, to the British Sign 
Language classes they are 
currently funding, they’ve 
been there every step 
of the way.”
Cieran’s mum, Sue

Priority 3: 
Listening and responding  
to need

v

Cieran Burke 

Cieran was nine months old with he contracted meningitis. The disease rampaged through his 
tiny body, leaving him with hidden life-changing after-effects; epilepsy, cerebral palsy, cerebral 
atrophy, autism, ADHD and leaving him profoundly deaf. Now, aged nine, he is excelling at a 
mainstream school with a deaf resource provision, enabling him to fulfil his potential in all areas 
of his life. He is a big fan of rugby.

CASE 
STUDY
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When cases occur, timely and appropriate support 
can make a big difference to the outcome and 
quality of life. Meningitis Now fights for the rights 
of those affected to make sure they get the very 
best care.

Raising awareness
We continued our awareness raising activities. 
These included media campaigns, community talks 
using staff and volunteers, and distributing 
awareness literature.

Our campaigns encourage members of the public 
to contact us for information, which we send out 
free of charge. We supplied key locations, such 
as nurseries, schools, university health centres, 
doctors’ surgeries, pharmacies and many places of 
work, with life-saving materials. During the year, 
we distributed over 1.5 million pieces of literature 
and gave numerous talks and presentations to 
schools, community groups and the public.

We made the most of two TV programmes which 
touched on meningitis (Secret Millionaire and 
Hollyoaks), resulting in significant increases in 
Twitter followers and hits to the website.

We joined forces with Meningitis Research 
Foundation on a new award-winning awareness 
campaign, ‘Meningitis Keep Watching’. Supported 

by Novartis Vaccines, this campaign included a 
cinema advert and used social media to encourage 
parents to know the signs and symptoms and 
share them.

Increasing our understanding 
of impact
The publication of our MOSAIC research in Lancet 
Neurology, and presentation of these findings at 
conferences, enabled us to reach out to health 
professionals, increasing the understanding of the 
impact of the disease.

We had a number of articles in health professional 
publications such as Nursing in Practice. We 
also had an article published in the National 
Association of Special Educational Needs 
magazine, reaching a key target audience with 
our information on the impact on a child’s 
ability to learn.

We held a meningitis seminar in London, kindly 
supported by Irwin Mitchell Solicitors, attended 
by over 80 health and social care professionals. 
As well as having experts speaking, we had a 
mum tell her son’s story – the highlight of the day 
and something all the attendees said they would 
never forget.

Campaigning for positive change
We delivered our Education Petition to Downing 
Street with more than 14,000 signatures. 
Accompanied by our Ambassador Petra Ecclestone, 
our Founding Young Ambassador, Alex Williams, 
and families who all know the challenges children 
face in school, we proudly walked up Downing 
Street and delivered the petition.

We held a parliamentary reception, hosted by our 
Young Ambassadors, alongside Sharon Hodgson 
MP, Shadow Minister for Children. Over 120 people 
attended, including nearly 50 MPs and Peers, 
as well as other key opinion leaders. Four of the 
Young Ambassadors stood on a platform and told 
their stories, resulting in MPs and Peers signing up 
as Meningitis Champions.

Sue Davie, Chief Executive, spoke in Westminster 
at the All Party Health Group, alongside the 

Children’s Commissioner for England and Wales, 
and, working alongside other charities, we 
responded on the consultation for the Children 
and Families Bill

Looking forward
Every year, we need to raise over £4 million to 
support our awareness activities. In the coming 
year, we will focus on ‘at risk’ groups, specifically 
targeting parents of the under 5s and students.

In the last year, we have raised the profile of the 
disease and the charity in parliament, and across 
the devolved governments. Decision-makers are 
a priority for us in the coming year, as we fight 
hard to get the MenB vaccine introduced and 
for the educational rights of children affected 
by meningitis.

Where vaccines don’t exist, meningitis awareness is key. Rapid 
identification of the disease through better education has always 
been a priority. Meningitis Now works to empower the public 
and health professionals by giving them the knowledge and 
confidence to say “I suspect meningitis”.

Priority 4: 
Reducing impact and fighting 
for the rights of those affected

Hollie Weeks 

Three year old Hollie is recovering from her meningitis ordeal after doctors said she was 
hours away from not pulling through – after her mum spotted the signs and symptoms using 
our iPhone app. Although she was diagnosed and treated promptly, she suffered a stroke 
down her right side and lost her speech. She now has most of her mobility back, but still 
experiences co-ordination problems with her right hand. She finds it difficult to concentrate 
and gets tired easily.

“My daughter could have died, but the app meant we rushed her to hospital, 
which saved her life.”

CASE 
STUDY

Hollie’s mum, Claire
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We do not rely on any one source of income, so 
our fundraising involves a range of activities. The 
economic climate has been a challenge but, despite 
this, we worked hard to raise a similar level to the 
previous year.

Supporter fundraising
Our income from community fundraising continues 
to grow, thanks to the incredible efforts of our 
supporters. There are over 540 Tribute/Forever 
Funds, which have raised £4.7 million collectively. 

Families and friends tirelessly raised funds and 
awareness in memory of loved ones, including; 
John and Michelle Bresnahan and their ‘a life for a 
cure’ appeal, which has raised over £250,000 in 
memory of their son, Ryan, (see page 7); Nadine 
Atherton and Jamie Roberts raising over £15,000 
in memory of their son, Charlie, through various 
activities including a black tie dinner, casino night, 
skydive and darts tournament; Lauren Melia from 
Liverpool taking part in a skydive with friends  
in memory of her daughter, Lola, and raising  
over £7,500. 

Other highlights include Notts Karni students 
raising £73,000; two large Coffee Break events, 
organised by Julie Jenkins and Moyra Blyth, raising 
£4,000 and nearly £3,000 respectively; Dawn and 
Ashley Ward’s third Crème de la Crème ball in the 
grounds of their Cheshire home raising £29,250; 
and Barbara Evans, from Powys, organising a 
charity lunch and promise auction raising £10,270.

Individuals have continued to support us through 
ad hoc donations and regular gifts. Legacies, 
at nearly £30,000 in 2012/13, were significantly 
lower than the previous year and the lowest level 
for five years.

Events
Our events fundraising remained an important 
income stream. Our event fundraising is not just 
about income generation, it also provides a strong 
awareness platform and support mechanism for 
people fighting back after meningitis. 

One of the most inspirational supporters was 
Bahman Jamalaldini (featured opposite). Bahman 
completed the Great Wall of China Trek raising 
over £20,000. Our celebrity ambassador, Tana 
Ramsay, also raised nearly £5,000 for us when 
she took part in the London Marathon. This year’s 
London Marathon raised nearly £190,000.

Corporates and major gifts
Our major gift programme continued with a very 
special event at St James’s Palace, attended by our 
Royal Patron, HRH The Countess of Wessex, and 
supported by individuals and companies.

We received first time support from 36 trust and 
grant bodies, totalling £62,000, including Hilton in 
the Community, CHK Charities and The Strangward 
Trust. We received significant grants from the 
Doris Field Charitable Trust, Robert McAlpine 
Foundation, Peter Sowerby Charitable Foundation 
and Valentine Charitable Trust. 

The Scottish Government confirmed 
that we will receive £110,700 over 
the next three years towards our work 
in Scotland.

We are grateful to all of our corporate 
partners who have raised funds or 
provided ‘in-kind’ support including 
Caroline Gardner Cards, First Great 
Western, Just: Health PR, Novartis 
Vaccines, Pfizer, GSK, Connexus, 
Foot Anstey, Irwin Mitchell, 
Leigh Day, Michelmores, Pannone, 
Pixel Fun, Silver Cross and Barclays.

Looking forward
We will continue to pursue all 
avenues of fundraising and make 
sure our supporters are well looked 
after as they commit personal 
effort and time to help us raise 
vital funds. We will proactively 
approach companies and grant givers 
to show them the difference their 
support will make. 

We will do all we can to make every 
£1 spent on raising funds deliver 
the greatest return, and that all 
appropriate fundraising activity is  
used as an opportunity to raise  
life-saving awareness.

We do not receive any Central Government funding. Every year, we need 
to raise over £4 million to carry out our work. We are always looking for 
ways to make every penny you raise go that little bit further.

Priority 5: 
Raising funds

Bahman Jamalaldini 

Bahman, 54, contracted meningitis 
in 2010 and spent five months in 

hospital. Doctors had to amputate 
both his legs below the knee, his 

right hand above his wrist, and all 
of his fingers and thumb on 

his left hand.

In twelve months, he trekked the 
Great Wall of China, raising nearly 

£21,000 in the process, completed 
the Silverstone Half Marathon and, 

most recently, conquered Snowdon, 
the highest mountain in Wales. 

For his next challenge, he is  
looking to climb Kilimanjaro.

CASE 
STUDY

“Supporting the charity is my way of 
saying thank you and giving back to a 
charity that has been there for us when 
we needed them.”
Bahman Jamalaldini
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Inspired by the individuals and families we meet, and 
drawing on the passion and commitment of our people, 
we are determined to strive to be the best.

Our staff
Our donors and beneficiaries are at the heart 
of what we do. They inspire us, making sure we 
achieve the greatest impact possible with our 
limited funds and resources. Our staff’s passion 
is reflected by the many challenges undertaken 
during the year to raise money, from jumping out 
of planes, abseiling, running the Great North Run, 
walking the Five Valleys Walk, trekking the Great 
Wall of China, to persuading their child’s nursery to 
do a Toddle Waddle.

Our volunteers
The commitment of our volunteers is simply 
amazing. We could not do our work without them. 
This year, we were awarded the prestigious 
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Volunteer Award in 
recognition of our programme and the incredible 
volunteers we are so fortunate to have.

The number of people giving their time rose by 
30%. We work carefully to ensure we understand 
why they want to volunteer, the type of work they 
want to do, what they would like to achieve and 
how we can most effectively utilise their skills.

Our community team is spread across the UK, 
enabling us to engage volunteers wherever 
they live and bring them into our family. A great 
example was the commitment of 95 volunteers 
who gave up over 600 hours over four days to 
volunteer at the Ulster Grand Prix, (when we were 
the event’s charity of the year), helping us to raise 
funds and awareness to a huge audience.

Our Young Ambassadors (YA) are very special 
young people aged between 14 and 25, whose 
lives have been touched by meningitis. During the 
year, they ran the charity for a day, developed and 
supported the adolescent research programme, 
hosted our reception in Westminster, spoke at our 
Christmas concerts and raised funds.

Sadly, our Founding YA, Alex Williams, aged just 
18, died in 2012,11 years after contracting 
meningitis. His incredible spirit and determination, 
and his motto of “Believe and Achieve”, will always 
be an inspiration for our work.

Digital communications
The exploitation of digital communication is 
not only critical to meeting the needs of those 
wanting to access awareness and support through 
digital channels, but it plays a significant part in 
our continual drive for effectiveness. Our eNews 
now goes out to over 33,000 people every month, 
at a distribution cost of less than £200 per month. 
This would not be possible if we were sending a 
newsletter by post – postage alone would be more 

Partnerships programme
We know it is only by working with others that 
we can achieve our vision. Here are some of 
the examples of the partnerships programme in 
action:

Child Brain Injury Trust – developing together a 
specialist training programme for SENCOs and 
teachers, which is being piloted. 

The British Red Cross – helping reach out with 
life-saving meningitis awareness information. 

The Children’s Trust – undertaking  
in-depth assessments of children affected by 
meningitis, helping them to secure the support 
they need at school. 

Auditory Verbal UK – referring people to us to 
get the help they desperately need.

We are grateful to all our partners in helping us 
drive forward with our vision.

Looking forward
We will increase our investment in our staff 
team responsible for our volunteer programme, 
recognising the important part volunteers play in 
Meningitis Now. We will get recognition for our 
volunteers through local and national awards, 
wherever possible. We will continue our staff 
development programme, helping individuals, 
teams and ultimately the organisation to develop 
and support its ability to deliver its goals. We will 
reach out to new partners and ensure we have 
specialist partners in bereavement and care work.

Priority 5: 
Being a united, focused and 
effective organisation

Pat Jefferies 

Pat, 45, was fit and healthy and working as a milkman when meningitis struck. He now suffers from 
permanent headaches, back pains, neck pains, photophobia and other related problems. The charity 
has since been his lifeline, helping him to rebuild his life by funding his counselling sessions and 
courses with the Dorset Wildlife Trust and Butterfly Conservation Trust to help him take up a new 
voluntary role.

CASE 
STUDY“The charity has been 

amazing. Knowing 
there is someone 
who understands my 
condition and who is 
there whenever I need 
to talk, is a weight off 
my shoulders.”
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It has been a big year, with our campaign to introduce the new vaccine 
against meningitis B and the creation of our new, but very experienced, 
charity. The merger of Meningitis Trust and Meningitis UK to create 
Meningitis Now is one of our proudest moments.

As founders of the meningitis movement in the UK, the two charities 
have achieved a huge amount in the fight against meningitis since 
they started in the 1980s. I would like to thank the trustees and staff 
of both charities for their commitment and hard work in bringing the 
two charities together.

There is so much more to do. As Meningitis Now, we are as determined 
as ever to achieve our ultimate vision - a future where no one in the UK 
loses their life to meningitis and everyone affected gets the support 
they need to rebuild their lives.

the new vaccine introduced - saving lives and preventing disability. As 
long as meningitis exists, we will keep it on the agenda, even as new 
vaccines are introduced. And, of course, we still have the challenge of 
getting the true impact of meningitis recognised so that people get the 
support they need.

Meningitis is a thief – it steals the dreams parents have for their child; 
the ability for a grandfather to read to his grandchild; the ability to 
earn money to look after your family; the confidence to go outside; 
life itself.

With your help, we can raise the vital funds we need and 
achieve our goals. Thank you for believing in what we 
do and helping us save lives and rebuild futures.

Alistair Irvine 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees

Looking to the future

“It will save so 
many lives and 
stop others 
from suffering 
like Louie, so 
everyone should 
rally behind 
Beat it Now!”
Louie’s mum, Julie
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Meningitis Now is a charity born from the merger of Meningitis Trust and 
Meningitis UK, the founders of the meningitis movement in the UK in the 1980s. 
Our vision is clear – a future where no one in the UK loses their life to meningitis 
and everyone affected gets the support they need to rebuild their lives.

We are dependent on voluntary donations to continue our work and we need 
your help now, more than ever, to make a difference to people in the UK – people 
who are at risk from meningitis and those whose lives have already been 
changed forever because of it.

Please make a difference today and contact us to join our fight

www.MeningitisNow.org 
24 hour UK helpline: 0808 80 10 388

Northern Ireland

Meningitis Now 
Wellington Business 
Centre 
3 Wellington Park 
Malone Road 
Belfast 
BT9 6DJ

Scotland

Meningitis Now 
Centrum Offices 
38 Queen Street 
Glasgow 
G1 3DX 

Wales

Meningitis Now 
Sophia House 
28 Cathedral Road 
Cardiff 
CF11 9LJ

saving lives, 
rebuilding futures

Tel: 01453 768000 
Fax: 01453 768001 
Email: info@meningitisnow.org 

England

Meningitis Now 
Head Office 
Fern House 
Bath Road 
Stroud 
GL5 3TJ

New name, same goals


