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Vaccine coverage estimate for the GP based catch-up meningococcal ACWY 
(MenACWY) immunisation programme for school leavers (becoming 18 
before 31 August 2016) in England, cumulative data to end-August 2016 

National vaccine coverage for the second cohort offered MenACWY vaccine through the GP based 

catch-up programme (those born 1 September 1997 to 31 August 1998) and evaluated from April to the 

end of August 2016 was 17.4%, compared to 11.1% to the end of July.  

This cohort remains eligible for vaccination until the age of 25. 

Introduction 

MenACWY immunisation was added to the national immunisation programme in August 2015 following 
advice from the Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) in response to the rising 
number of meningococcal W (MenW) cases [1].  

The objective of the MenACWY immunisation programme is to immunise all teenagers in school years 9 
to 13 before they complete academic year 13. This is being met through replacing the routine adolescent 
MenC booster given in years 9 or 10 with the MenACWY vaccine since September 2015, and through a 
series of general practice (GP) based catch-up campaigns targeting older teenagers. The first of these 
MenACWY vaccination catch-up campaigns started in August 2015, targeting those born between 1 
September 1996 to 31 August 1997. A second GP based catch-up campaign started in April 2016, 
targeting those born between 1 September 1997 to 31 August 1998. There will be a final catch-up 
campaign starting in April 2017 for those born between 1 September 1998 to 31 August 1999. Although 
all individuals in the age cohorts are eligible, the catch-up campaigns are particularly focused on those 
attending higher or further education settings after leaving school. All these cohorts will remain eligible 
for MenACWY vaccination until the age of 25.  

Additionally, MenACWY is offered to older students aged up to 25 who are in university as part of the 
existing time-limited ‘freshers’ programme. Full details of the MenACWY programme are given in the 
April issue of Vaccine Update [2]. 

The report updates the previous estimate of national vaccine coverage to the end of July 2016 [3] for the 
second GP based catch-up campaign. 
 
Methods 

In order to assess vaccine coverage of this newly implemented immunisation programme Public Health 
England (PHE) uses GP practice level MenACWY vaccine coverage data automatically uploaded via 

participating GP IT suppliers to the ImmForm
*  website on a monthly basis.  

Cumulative monthly data are then validated and analysed by PHE to check data completeness, identify 
and query any anomalous results and describe epidemiological trends. Cumulative monthly MenACWY 
vaccine coverage data were collected for the target birth cohort using the following definitions: 
 

 

* ImmForm is the system used by Public Health England to record vaccine coverage data for some immunisation programmes 
and to provide vaccine ordering facilities for the NHS 



 
Health Protection Report   Vol. 10  No. 32 – 23 September 2016 

Second GP based catch-up cohort  

 Denominator: the number of patients registered in a GP practice born between 1 September 
1997 to 31 August 1998; 

 Numerator: the number of patients in the denominator who have received a MenACWY vaccine 
by 31 August 2016.  

 
Vaccine coverage is calculated as the total number of patients who have received the vaccination 
(numerator) as a percentage of the number of patients registered (denominator). 

 
This report describes cumulative vaccine coverage in the second GP based catch-up campaign by NHS 
England local team (LT) and area team (AT) to the end of August 2016. Vaccine coverage estimates by 
NHS England Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) are presented in an appendix associated with this 
report.  

Participation and data quality 

MenACWY vaccine data to the end of August 2016 were available from all four GP IT suppliers 
representing 7108/7612 (93.4%) of all GP practices in England. No issues with data quality were 
identified.  

Results 

The proportion of GP practices represented ranged by LT from 89.3% (South East) to 98.1% (East) and 
by AT from 86.0% (Kent and Medway) to 98.8% (Essex). 

National cumulative MenACWY vaccine coverage at the end of August 2016 was 17.4% for the second 
GP based catch-up cohort. This ranged by LT from 9.9% (London) to 25.7% (East) and by AT from 9.9% 
(London) to 37.9% (Essex) (table 1).  

Discussion 

The second GP based cohort became eligible for MenACWY vaccine from April 2016. Coverage 
estimates to the end of August varied across the country highlighting different local approaches to this 
programme. The highest estimate of 37.7% was reported from an AT where vaccine was offered through 
schools and colleges to year 13 students. Other ATs with coverage higher than the national average 
reported conducting immunisation change workshops and regular communications with local practices 
and schools.  

Nationally, the specification includes GPs writing to the eligible birth cohort encouraging them to get 
vaccinated as soon as possible if they have not already done so – a template letter has been provided 
by PHE [1]. In mid-August PHE, the Meningitis Research Foundation (MRF) and Meningitis Now 
published advice urging young people in these age groups to get vaccinated against meningitis and 
septicaemia whether starting university or not, signposting them to their GP, either at home or in their 
university town if they had not had the vaccine before the beginning of term [4-7].   

On 19 September PHE issued a further appeal.  

The impact of these measures is reflected in the increase in coverage between July and August 2016 
from 11.1% to 17.4%. However, coverage in this hard to reach cohort is likely to have been affected by 
exams during the summer term and by students leaving for their gap year and other travel during the 
holiday period. Additionally, the vaccine coverage presented in this report relate to all eligible individuals 
in the birth cohort, not just those planning to attend university, who are at the highest risk and have been 
specifically targeted in communication campaigns. Only about half of all school leavers go on to 
university, so it is expected that coverage among those attending higher or further education is higher 
than suggested in this report. These data only capture additional vaccinations after the announcements 
from the last two weeks of August and it is expected that following the renewed PHE appeal more 
vaccinations will be given in September, the start of the academic year for many universities. In addition 
to national campaigns, there will be further communications about receiving the vaccine at university 
fresher’s fairs during September which should also increase the number of vaccinations given.     

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/meningococcal-acwy-immunisation-programme-vaccine-coverage-estimates
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/freshers-urged-to-get-meningitis-and-septicaemia-jab
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Coverage estimates for the school-based routine and catch-up MenACWY programmes delivered in the 
2015/16 academic year will be captured in an annual survey during September 2016 and are expected 
to be published in late 2016.  

Further information 

Further information relating to the implementation of this vaccination programme is available from the 
PHE website document collection, Meningococcal ACWY (MenACWY) vaccination programme. 
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Table 1. Cumulative MenACWY vaccine coverage in the second GP based catch-up cohort (born 
1 Sep 1997 to 31 Aug 1998 inclusive) to end August 2016, by Local Team and Area Team, England 

Local Team (code) 
Area Team (code) 
N.B. where Local Team and Area Team are the same they are displayed once 
only, in bold 

% of 
practices 
reporting 

% Coverage 
in second 
urgent catch-
up cohort 

NHS ENGLAND SOUTH (WESSEX) (Q70) 93.8 25.0 

NHS ENGLAND LONDON (Q71) 91.5 9.9 

NHS ENGLAND NORTH (YORKSHIRE AND HUMBER) (Q72) 96.5 18.8 

NORTH YORKSHIRE AND HUMBER (Q50)  96.8 22.8 

SOUTH YORKSHIRE AND BASSETLAW (Q51) 95.2 17.0 

WEST YORKSHIRE  (Q52) 97.2 17.1 

NHS ENGLAND NORTH (LANCASHIRE AND GREATER 
MANCHESTER) (Q73) 94.0 11.7 

GREATER MANCHESTER  (Q46) 93.1 11.0 

LANCASHIRE  (Q47) 95.9 13.1 

NHS ENGLAND NORTH (CUMBRIA AND NORTH EAST) (Q74) 95.0 14.0 

CUMBRIA, NORTHUMBERLAND, TYNE AND WEAR  (Q49) 95.2 14.4 

DURHAM, DARLINGTON AND TEES (Q45) 94.7 13.3 

NHS ENGLAND NORTH (CHESHIRE AND MERSEYSIDE) (Q75) 90.7 13.5 

CHESHIRE, WARRINGTON AND WIRRAL  (Q44) 95.2 16.3 

MERSEYSIDE  (Q48) 87.4 10.5 

NHS ENGLAND MIDLANDS AND EAST (NORTH MIDLANDS) (Q76) 93.0 20.7 

DERBYSHIRE AND NOTTINGHAMSHIRE  (Q55) 98.5 22.8 

SHROPSHIRE AND STAFFORDSHIRE  (Q60) 86.9 17.7 

NHS ENGLAND MIDLANDS AND EAST (WEST MIDLANDS) (Q77) 90.2 14.6 

ARDEN, HEREFORDSHIRE AND WORCESTERSHIRE  (Q53) 91.3 19.3 

BIRMINGHAM AND THE BLACK COUNTRY  (Q54) 89.6 11.8 

NHS ENGLAND MIDLANDS AND EAST (CENTRAL MIDLANDS) (Q78) 96.6 17.7 

HERTFORDSHIRE AND THE SOUTH MIDLANDS  (Q58) 95.4 18.0 

LEICESTERSHIRE AND LINCOLNSHIRE  (Q59) 97.5 17.4 

NHS ENGLAND MIDLANDS AND EAST (EAST) (Q79) 98.1 25.7 

EAST ANGLIA  (Q56) 97.5 16.4 

ESSEX  (Q57) 98.8 37.9 

NHS ENGLAND SOUTH (SOUTH WEST) (Q80) 92.5 24.3 

BRISTOL, NORTH SOMERSET, SOMERSET AND SOUTH 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE (Q65)   94.1 28.2 

DEVON, CORNWALL AND ISLES OF SCILLY  (Q66) 91.4 20.9 

NHS ENGLAND SOUTH (SOUTH EAST) (Q81) 89.3 19.1 

KENT AND MEDWAY  (Q67) 86.0 18.6 

SURREY AND SUSSEX  (Q68) 91.9 19.4 

NHS ENGLAND SOUTH (SOUTH CENTRAL) (Q82) 94.7 20.4 

BATH, GLOUCESTERSHIRE, SWINDON AND WILTSHIRE  (Q64) 97.4 19.7 

THAMES VALLEY  (Q69) 92.6 20.8 

ENGLAND TOTAL 93.4 17.4 

N.B. Data extraction date from ImmForm: 14 September 2016 
 


